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For more than 20 years, the Amateur

Traveler podcast has introduced

listeners to destinations around the

world through one-week itineraries

from locals, historians, and guides.

Through practical context and local

insight, this weekly podcast helps

travelers stretch their comfort zone

and travel more confidently.

Amateur Traveler is produced and

hosted by Chris Christensen.

 THE PODCAST 

Amateur Traveler is an award-winning travel podcast and blog

helping real travelers plan real trips — in their own backyard

or around the world.

1.98m 165k+

4.7top 1%

podcast downloads

in 2025

monthly

downloads

podcast ratingon Spotify

STATISTICS

2025  HIGHLIGHTS

Did you know?

48% of the 12+ US population listened to

a podcast within the last month. That’s up

from 37% in 2020. This percentage goes

up to 55% for age 35-54.Featured on in-flight

entertainment on 8 airlines

Host Chris Christensen 

was inducted into the 

Podcast Hall of Fame

Hosted an annual listener trip

to Cuba. The 2026 trip is to

Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan

Named Best Travel Podcast

at the Travel Creator Awards

35-50 min 1-on-1
interview

FORMAT

The Amateur Traveler podcast

celebrated 20 years

SPONSOR THE SHOW

email chris.whitman@glassboxmedia.com

PITCH AN EPISODE

Confirm your pitch adheres to these rules,

then email chris2x@gmail.com

mailto:chris.whitman@glassboxmedia.com
https://amateurtraveler.com/pitch.me/
mailto:chris2x@gmail.com


 AUDIENCE 

Amateur Traveler listeners tend to

be independent travelers. Picture a

typical American who travels 2

weeks a year. They will choose an

itinerary rich in history and culture

over an all-inclusive resort. Slightly

adventurous but not bungee

jumping. Independent or small

group travel over big bus tours.

Amateur Traveler listeners are

intersted in family travel, budget

travel, adventure travel, solo travel,

and especially volunteer travel.

ADVERTISE

Contact Chris at chris2x@gmail.com to

inquire about advertising via Mediavine

T R A F F I C

34k+

15k+

monthly page views

amateurtraveler.com

monthly page views

california.amateurtraveler.com

 WEBSITES 

amateurtraveler.com features

travel tips, destination advice,

travel photography, travel advice,

and product reviews. 

A M A T E U R  T R A V E L E R

california.amateurtraveler.com is a

hub for travelers seeking guidance

and inspiration for exploring the

diverse wonders of California.

C A L I F O R N I A  T R A V E L

W H O ’S
L I S T E N I N G?

55%

50/50

USA*

gender split

55%
age 35-59

2x
national average

income

*Top 10 Countries by % of Downloads: USA

(55%), Canada (7%), UK (7%), Australia (6%),

Taiwan (2%), Germany (2%), New Zealand (2%),

Netherlands (1%), Ireland (1%), Spain (1%)

Read this before pitching a guest post.

G U E S T  P O S T  G U I D E L I N E S

mailto:chris2x@gmail.com
http://amateurtraveler.com/
https://california.amateurtraveler.com/
http://amateurtraveler.com/
http://amateurtraveler.com/
http://amateurtraveler.com/
http://amateurtraveler.com/
https://amateurtraveler.com/guest-post-guidelines/


 AMATEUR TRAVELER INSPIRES TRAVEL 

Inspired by Episode 742, I walked across England along Hadrian's Wall

- Todd K.

- Drew J.

My wife and I went to Paraguay in April after listening to

Travel to Paraguay – Amateur Traveler Episode 709. We

also extended a recent Egypt trip to spend an extra day

in Cairo and a day in Seqqara/Memphis after listening to

Travel to Cairo, Egypt - Amateur Traveler Episode 965.

It's the first resource I go to when I plan my next trip.

- Steve H.

- Hanna L.

We enjoyed listening to your recent episode with Max

Walton. Now we are convinced to go to Brunei and Sabah 

on the island of Borneo. Thank you for the great work!

I have relied heavily on your guests and their websites to

plan my trips. Inspired by Croatia and She Roams About

were invaluable in planning a multi-generational road trip in

Croatia last summer and a trip to CDMX this spring. Since

becoming a parent, my time for trip planning and research

has diminished. I so appreciate your assistance in guiding

me to valuable tools to make the planning that much easier,

so that we can keep exploring distant, wonderful places.

- Anne C.



 PAST PARTNERSHIPS 

UNITED AIRLINES VICTORIA TOURISM

WALK JAPAN CALAVERAS COUNTY

WESTERN RIVER EXPEDITIONS CHINA TOURISM

KANSAS TOURISM QUEBEC TOURISM

G ADVENTURES
LAKE CONSTANCE 

TOURISM BOARD

I thoroughly enjoyed listening to the podcast titled "Cruising the Peruvian Amazon

with G Adventures." I had always believed that a journey like this would be quite

challenging, but your comprehensive descriptions of your experiences made it 

seem very attainable for amateur travelers like myself. – Barry K.

VICTORIA CRUISES & NUMEROUS HOTELS

PARTNER WITH AMATEUR TRAVELER

Your podcast from the previous week regarding your rafting adventure at the 

Grand Canyon was among your top 10 episodes! Your passion and excitement 

were evident in every detail you shared. I was so inspired by your account of the

experience that I forwarded the podcast link to my daughter, encouraging her to

seriously consider it as a family activity for next year. – Podcast Listener

To invite Chris for a press trip or inquire about getting your destination featured on

the podcast, read these rules then contact Chris Christensen at chris2x@gmail.com

https://amateurtraveler.com/pitch.me/
mailto:chris2x@gmail.com


S T A T I S T I C S

66%

17k+

site traffic growth in 2025

average monthly page views

Hotel Scoop is an authoritative source

for hotel reviews written by professional

travel writers.

On Hotel Scoop, you will find detailed

reviews of hotels and resorts worth

talking about, ranging from the best

boutique hotels to top Orlando hotels

for families to notable beach resorts in

tropical locations.

Sorted by geography and type with

categories and tags, we make it easy for

you to get the scoop on interesting

places to stay where you’re headed.

Our writers are professional travel

writers and hotel influencers who have

circled the globe and stayed at

hundreds of hotels and resorts. These

writers know a decent hotel from a great

one based on experience and will point

out in detail what makes a place special.

Founded in 2012, we have covered

properties on six continents and most

U.S. states. Hotel Scoop ranks on the

first page of Google for more than 700

keyword phrases. 

Hotel Scoop is published and edited by

Chris Christensen.

PARTNER WITH 

HOTEL SCOOP

Contact Chris Christensen at

chris2x@gmail.com to:

Arrange a press trip or

hosted stay

Inquire about website

advertising via Mediavine

Share news with lasting

value for travelers

700+
keyword phrases for which we rank

on the first page of Google

mailto:chris2x@gmail.com


(408) 416-6348 cell 

(Pacific Time)

GET IN TOUCH

ABOUT CHRIS

Chris Christensen is the creator of

Amateur Traveler and the owner and

editor of Hotel Scoop. 

Chris has received awards for travel

journalism from Travel+Leisure, the

Society of American Travel Writers, the

North American Travel Journalists

Association and the Travel Creator

awards.

Most importantly, Chris is an avid

traveler. As of January 2026, he has

visited 76 countries and all 50 U.S.

states. He is based in San Jose,

California.

chris2x@gmail.com

As an “Amateur” Traveler (defined as a

person who does something for the love of it),

I strive to never lose my sense of wonder and

adventure, learn constantly, pack light, and

to appreciate, connect, and, if possible,

contribute to the local community. 

And, as I’ve been doing for 20 years, to help

others find their next great trip. Let’s work

together to share what makes your location

one-of-a-kind.

Chris


